
Santa Clara County Children’s Summit
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January 31, 2008
“Bold Steps for Children”

Keynote:  Lisbeth B. Schorr
Director, Project on Effective Interventions

Senior Fellow, Center for the Study of Social Policy

1.

 
Clarity about the purposes

 
of our work

2.

 
Accountability

 
for achieving purposes

3.

 
Sustaining partnerships

 
to achieve the purposes

4.

 
Moving audaciously into the world beyond programs

5.

 
Community-wide responsibility

 
for assuring improved lives

Five lessons from the past decade –
 

the essentials:



High quality, 
accessible 
prenatal care

High quality, 
accessible 
family planning 

Opportunities for 
teens that compete 
successfully with 
early childbearing

High quality, 
accessible child 
health care

Early detection 
of developmental 
obstacles 

Prevention of and 
protection from 
abuse and neglect 

Support to 
parents to 
strengthen 
parenting 
capacity and 
literacy skills

High quality care 
for parents with 
substance abuse, 
mental health, or 
domestic violence 
problems

Fewer 
children 
in poverty 

Neighborhoods 
safe, stable and 
supportive

Child care linked to 
health, mental health, 
substance abuse and 
developmental services 

High quality child care and 
early education are widely 
available and support social 
and cognitive development

Curricula and 
expectations aligned 
among providers of early 
education and schooling

Providers of early 
education, schooling, and 
social and health services 
connected with each 
other and with families

Conditions in place to 
produce and maintain 
excellent teaching and 
learning

Trusting relationships 
within schools and between 
communities and schools
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